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FIGHTING BLADES Fencing was an art b Spanish California just w it was in the Old 
World. Gentlemen spcnl long, gruelling hours learning the lunge, the various parries and guard* 
that made a man a finished fencer. It wasn't at all like modern fencing for sport— no protective 
masks were used and no careless or flamboyant movements were taught for if a man left himself 
unguarded in wider to make a beautiful but dangerous thrust, his penalty was a vicious wound. 




THE SABRE 

was tlie heavy weapon 
of the cavalryman. 
Light versions were mat 
for those who 
preferred the cutting 
edge for fencing and 
duelling. It was greatly 
looked down upon 
by those who stood bv 
the more courtly 
rapier or court sword. 
Its cutting edge made 

horseback where a wide 
slash wag often more 
effective than a thrust. 



THE COURT SWORD 

was an extremely light 
short sword with a 
little plate of metal 
jutting out alongside the 
blade. This was used 
to break an opponent's 
blade. The duellist 
eaught the slender poin 

sworn between his 
thick plate and the 
metal plate and twisted 
suddenly, breaking off 
the blade. Though 
ixtremely light, it 
very dangerous weapi 
especially in a crowd 
where a larger sword 
would be clumsy. 




THE RAPIER 

is long, usually with a cup 
guard and most of the time, 
it has no edges. The rapier 
was (he weapon of the 
city gentleman in outlying 
districts. The court habitue 
used the light court sword, 
the cavalryman, the sabre 
and the lauded gentry 
or city aristocrat, the rapier. 
When properly handled 
it is probably the most 
difficult sword in heat. 
Die fencer never lets hi- 
puinl stray far from 
"the target while even the best 
sabre fencer sometimes slashes. 
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